
4. CONCLUSION 
 
The Compendium presents an overview of  the latest situation on international labour migration 
statistics in the world, sources and methodologies used to compile these statistics. A critical 
analysis of the metadata gathered from 128 countries has been presented in an earlier ILO 
report (2019). The Compendium and the ILO report (2019) complement each other and aim to 
contribute towards the development of a methodology to collect better, harmonized data to 
generate global and regional estimates of migrant workers and guide policy makers in making 
informed decisions on migration and labour issues.     
   
The results of the metadata survey based on 128 member countries suggest that countries 
collect a variety of international migration related characteristics via various sources. The most 
commonly collected information that can help identify international migrants is country of 
citizenship. Another key information in the identification of international migrant workers is 
their work status. Labour related information on respondents is available in Population Census, 
Household Surveys, Establishment Census and Establishment Surveys but not necessarily in 
Border/Admission Statistics and Administrative Registers. Basic demographic information, on 
the other hand, is collected in most data sources. Other information of interest such as 
remittances sent or received, (former) household members living and working abroad are less 
frequently collected. Countries also differ in the way they collect, organize, and classify 
information, which are likely to bring about differences in estimated magnitudes.   
 
An important limitation concerning the ILO metadata country survey effort has been the low 
response rate. Of the 229 ILO member countries, only 128 responded, producing an overall 
response rate of 55.9%. Furthermore, among the responding countries, the response rate per 
questionnaire varied. Of the 128 countries that returned at least one questionnaire, the highest 
response is observed for the Questionnaire for Population Census, to which 122 countries 
responded. This is followed by the Questionnaire for Household Surveys with 86 countries 
returning at least for questionnaire for this source. The response rate for the Questionnaire for 
Establishment Census and Establishment Surveys has been particularly low, which may 
suggest that countries do not collect information on international migrant workers through 
these sources. However, less than full-response for Border/Admission Statistics and 
Administrative Sources raises concern that non-response to a particular questionnaire may not 
be safely interpreted as lack of information on population groups of interest in these sources. 
In the case of administrative sources low response may arise due to potential communication 
issues between NSOs and government agencies and ministries. Hence, non-response should 
not be interpreted as lack of information on international migrant workers in a particular source 
or in a particular country. This limitation must be kept in mind in drawing conclusions based 
on the ILO metadata.  

  



References 
 
Concepts, Sources and Methods 
CGD. 2009. Migrants Count: Five Steps Toward Better Migration Data-Report of the 

Commission on International Migration Data for Development Research and Policy. 
GMG. 2010. Data and analysis: Partnering to better understand and address the human 

development implications of migration. 
GMG. 2016. (Draft) Migration and Development Data Handbook. 
ILO. 1995. Statistics on International Labour Migration: A Review of Sources and 

Methodological Issues. 
ILO. 1997. International Migration Statistics: Guidelines for Improving Data Collection 

Systems. 
ILO. 2016. (Final draft) Towards Improving Statistical Standards on International Migrant 

Workers. 
IOM. 2007. Sharing Data -Where to Start: An Emerging Approach to Migration Data 

Management. 
UN. 1998. Recommendations on Statistics of International Migration: Revision1. 
UN. 2004. Improving the Compilation of International Migration Statistics: Results of a United 

Nations Workshop. 
UN. 2007. Measuring International Migration through Population Censuses. 
UN. 2007. Report of the Export Group Meeting on Measuring International Migration: 

Concepts and Methods. 
UN. 2012. Toolkit on International Migration. 
UNECE. et al. 2010. Guidelines for Exchanging Data to Improve Emigration Statistics: 

Prepared by the Task Force on Measuring Emigration Using Data Collected by the 
Receiving Country.  

 
Country and regional profiles 
ACP. 2011. Migration Research Guide: South-South Migration and Development. 
ACP. 2013. Enhancing Migration Data Management in Nigeria: Assessment and 

Recommendations. 
ACP. 2013. Enhancing Migration Data Management in Lesotho: Assessment and 

Recommendations. 
ACP. 2013. Enhancing Migration Data Management in Kenya: Assessment and 

Recommendations. 
ACP. 2013. Enhancing Migration Data Management in Papua New Guinea: Assessment and 

Recommendations. 
EUI. 2013. Regional Migration Report: South Caucasus. 
EUI. 2013. Regional Migration Report: Eastern Europe. 
EUI. 2013. Regional Migration Report: Russia and Central Asia. 
EUI. 2013. EU Neighbourhood Migration Report 2013. 
EUROSTAT. 1998. International Migration Statistics in the Mediterranean Countries: Current 

Data Sources and Statistics Available from International Organisations. 
EUROSTAT. 1999. International Migration Statistics in the Mediterranean Countries: 

Summary Report of Missions to the 12 Project Countries. 
EUROSTAT. 2015. Report on Sector Review on Migration Statistics in the Republic of 

Armenia. 



GCIM. 2005. International Migration Data Collection: A Paper Prepared for the Policy 
Analysis and Research Programme of the Global Commission on International 
Migration. 

ILO. 2013. Report on the Methodology, Organization and Results of a Modular Sample Survey 
on Labour Migration in Ukraine. 

ILO. 2014. (Draft) Guide on International Labour Migration Statistics in ASEAN. 
ILO. 2015. Guide on Developing an International Labour Migration Statistics Database in 

ASEAN: Towards more Effective Data Collection and Sharing. 
ILO. 2015. Analytical report on the international labour migration statistics database in 

ASEAN: Improving data collection for evidence-based policy-making. 
ILO. et al. 2015. International Labour Migration Statistics: A Guide for Policymakers and 

Statistics Organizations in the Pacific.  
IMI. 2013. Global Migration Futures: Pacific Region-Drivers, Processes and Future Scenarios 

of Migration. 
IOM. 2010. Enhancing Migration Data Collection, Processing and Sharing in the Republic of 

Armenia: Needs Assessment and Gap Analysis Report. 
IOM. 2011. Guide to Enhancing Migration Data in West and Central Africa. 
IOM. 2013. Migration and Development within the South: New Evidence from African, 

Caribbean and Pacific Countries. 
IOM. 2013. Enhancing Regional Cooperation on Migration Data: The FMM West Africa 

Project (PPT). 
MEDSTAT. 2009. Guide on the Compilation of Statistics on International Migration in the 

Euro-Mediterranean Region. 
OECD. 2008. Standardised Statistics on Immigrant Inflows: Results, Sources and Methods. 
ONS. Estimating International Migration: An exploration of the definitional differences 

between the Labour Force Survey, Annual Population Survey, International Passenger 
Survey and Long-Term International Migration. 

SOPEMI. 2012. International migration report 2012: The Russian Federation. 
UN. 2006. Data Sources on International Migration: Case of the Russian Federation. 
UN. 2006. International Migration in the Arab Region: Trends and Policies. 
UN. 2011. Statistics on International Migration: A Practical Guide for Countries of Eastern 

Europe and Central Asia. 
UN. 2012. Review of Sources and Quality of Statistics on International Migration in Selected 

Countries of the Commonwealth of Independent States. 
UN. 2014. Migration in North African Development Policies and Strategies: A comparative 

analysis. 
UN ESCWA. 2015. 2015 Situation Report on International Migration: Migration, 

Displacement and Development in a Changing Arab Region. 
UNECE. 2016. Handbook on the Use of Administrative Sources and Sample Surveys to 

Measure International Migration in CIS Countries. 
 
Trends and Issues 
CEIP. 2008. International Labour Migration in a Globalizing Economy: Carnegie Papers. 
ILO. 2006. ILO Multilateral Framework on Labour Migration: Non-binding principles and 

guidelines for a right-based approach to labour migration. 
ILO. 2010. International Labour Migration: A Rights-based Approach. 
ILO. 2015. ILO Global Estimates on Migrant Workers: Results and Methodology-Special 

Focus on Migrant Domestic Workers. 
ILO. 2016. Promoting Fair Migration. 



ILO. et al. 2006. Handbook on Establishing Effective Labour Migration Policies in Countries 
of Origin and Destination. 

ILO. et al. 2015.  The Contribution of Labour Mobility to Economic Growth. 
IOM. 2005. Impact of International Migration on Population Dynamics and Labour Force 

Resources in Europe. 
IMI. 2013. Global Migration Futures: Pacific Region- Drivers, Processes and Future Scenarios 

of Migration. 
IZA. 2013. The Effects of International Migration on the Well-Being of Native Populations in 

Europe. 
KNOMAD. 2015. Human Rights Indicators for Migrants and Their Families. 
OECD. 2013. The Fiscal Impact of Immigration in OECD Countries. 
OECD. 2013. The Impact of International Migration on Destination Countries (PPT). 
OECD. 2014. Recent Trends and Future Challenges in the Global Competition for Skills (PPT). 
OECD. 2014. Is Migration Good for the Economy?-Migration Policy Debates. 
OECD. 2016. International Migration Outlook 2016. 
UN. 2015. International Migration Report. 
UN. 2013. Global Migration: Demographic Aspects and Its Relevance for Development. 
UN. 2013. International Migration Policies: Government Views and Priorities. 
UN. et al. 2013. Towards the 2013 High-Level Dialogue on International Migration and 

Development. 
UN ESCAP. et al. 2015. Asia-Pacific Migration Report 2015: Migrants' Contributions to 

Development. 
 
Others  
EU. 2007. Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on Community Statistics 

on Migration. 
GFMD. 2016. Migration that works for Sustainable Development for All: Towards a 

Transformative Migration Agenda 
ILO. 1949. Migration for Employment Convention (Revised), (No. 97). 
ILO. 1975. Migrant Workers (Supplementary Provisions) Convention (No. 143). 
ILO. 2002. ILO Activities on International Migration Statistics. 
ILO. 2005. Labour Migration Policy and Management: Training Modules. 
ILO. 2013. Tripartite Technical Meeting on Labour Migration. 
ILO. 2013. Report III: 19th International Conference of Labour Statistics. 
ILO. 2013. Improving the Collection of Labour Migration Statistics to Better Inform Policy 

Making (PPT). 
ILO. 2013. Resolution Concerning Statistics of Work, Employment & Labour 

Underutilization. 
ILO. 2014. Fair Migration: Setting an ILO Agenda. 
OECD. 2005. The Comparability of International Migration Statistics Problems and Prospects. 
OECD. Sources and Comparability of Migration Statistics. 
UN. 1990. International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers 

and Members of Their Families. 
UN. 2004. United Nations Demographic Yearbook Review: National Reporting of 

International Migration Data-Implications for International Recommendations. 
UN. 2015. Resolution Adopted by the General Assembly on 19 December 2014: International 

Migration and Development. 
UN. 2015. (Draft) Principles and Recommendations for Population and Housing Censuses: the 

2020 Round. 



UN. 2016. International migration and development: Report of the Secretary-General. 
UN. 2016.  Resolution adopted by the General Assembly on 19 September 2016: New York 

Declaration for Refugees and Migrants 
UN. Programme on the Development of International Migration Statistics. 
UNFPA and IOM. 2013. International Migration and Development: Contributions and 

Recommendations of the International System. 
University of Oxford. 2015. Who Counts as a Migrant? Definition and Their Consequences. 

The Migration Observatory. https://migrationobservatory.ox.ac.uk/resources/briefings/who-
counts-as-a-migrant-definitions-and-their-consequences/ 

 
 

  



 

 


